
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

National Library Week  

(April  10 - 16, 2016)  

It’s time to celebrate the contribu-
tions of  our nation's libraries and 
library workers and to promote li-
brary use and support. From free 
access to books and online resources 
for families to library business cen-
ters that help support entrepreneur-
ship and retraining, libraries offer 
opportunity to all. The theme for 
2016 National Library Week is  

"Libraries Transform." 
 

First sponsored in 1958, National Library Week is a national ob-
servance sponsored by the American Library Association (ALA)  
and libraries across 
the country each 
April. It is a time to 
celebrate the contri-
butions of  our na-
tion's libraries and 
librarians and to 
promote library use 
and support. All 
types of  libraries - 
school, public, aca-
demic and special - 
participate  

Spring Into Reading 

http://www.ala.org/conferencesevents/celebrationweeks/natlibraryweek


 
 

McGrady-Brockman House News 
Brian Spangle 

 

This spring, I’ll offer two programs at the library, one 
focusing on genealogy and the second on local history.  
On Monday, April 4, at 7:00 p.m., I will present a   
program called “Genealogy 101” at the McGrady-
Brockman House. This presentation is for beginning  
genealogists; those individuals who have always want-
ed to delve into their family history, but did not know 
where to start. It will offer an introduction to very 
basic genealogy resources, such as birth, marriage, and 
death records, as well as census records, newspapers, 
and more. 
 
On Monday, May 23, as Hoosiers prepare to celebrate 
the state bicentennial, I will present a look back at the 
city of Vincennes as Indiana marked its centennial 
year. This PowerPoint presentation, titled  
“Vincennes in 1916,” will focus not only on how  
Vincennes celebrated the centennial (with a big out-
door pageant), but also other local happenings from 
that year. The program will begin at 7:00 p.m. in the 
library’s sunroom. Step back in time and learn what 
Vincennes was like a century ago. These programs are 
free and open to the public.  

 

From the Desk of the Director 
Emily Cooper Bunyan 

 

It’s spring and a time of renewal. Yes, that includes  
library items.  If you’ve accumulated overdue fines or  
if you haven’t, April is the month for you to participate 
in the Close the Book on Hunger Food Drive. Bring in 
one non-perishable food item for every dollar owed 
and you’ll help us feed the hungry people in our  
county.  Please read Janet Kitchin’s heartfelt news  
story, about the food drive, in this issue.  
 

Libraries Transform is the theme of National Library 
Week, April 10-16.  This special week to recognize  
libraries of all types has been celebrated in the U.S. 
since 1958.  We’re conducting the food drive in April 
to do our part in transforming the community.   
 

This issue of the newsletter has a leitmotif of renewal 
and motion.  Motion recurs throughout this issue. It’s 
in the swishing of paintbrushes on the meeting house 
exterior and on the walls of the new teen space in the 
main library.  It’s in the photo of a boy sailing down a 
slide at the block party and through the trains chugging 
down the tracks in Randy Crismore’s column.  The 
photo below shows library staff members, Mary Ann 
Kirchoff and Tyler Inboden springing the clock  
forward at the circulation desk. See the photo page in 
this issue showing the teamwork involved in the 
library’s renewal projects.   
 
Get Ready, Get Set, 
Read! is the theme for 
the 2016 Summer  
Reading Program and of 
that theme is one of  
motion too.  The Block 
Party this year will kick 
off that special annual 
program and will be on 
the McGrady-Brockman 
House Parking lot, May 
20 and 21.  We, at the 
library, look forward to 
sharing this Spring 
season with you and as  
always express gratitude 
to Friends of the Knox 
County Public Library 
for aiding, enhancing and supporting library services. 
 
 

 
Left to right: Norbert Brown & Robert Dora 

 

On March 19, Vincennes Native  
Dora, donated a print of   

Old Vincennes to the library. 
In this photo, local historian, 

Brown is receiving the gift from Dora.  



 

Youth Department News 
Amy Blake 

 

On Your Mark, Get Set, Read! is the statewide 
theme for this year’s summer reading program.  
Fun events include a scavenger hunt and a program 
by Wonder Lab, “Bright Science, Bright Minds.”   
Community partners include George Rogers Clark  
National Historical Park, Grouseland, Knox County 
Parks, Purdue Extension and Vincennes State  
Historic Sites.  This program is made possible by 
Friends of the Knox County Public Library.  Other 
local sponsors offer prizes to children for the 
minutes they spend reading each summer.   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Retired Elementary teacher and recently 
published children’s Author, 

 

LINDA (Donovan) MIILLER 
 

is coming to visit… 
She will read aloud, and share about “Believing 
in the Magic of Your Dreams” and her journey 

of becoming an author.  
 
 

Miiller will be at the  
Library’s Block Party   
On May 20 & 21, 2016 

  

Block Party Fun 
 

On Your Mark, Get Set for the Block 
Party. Have fun with us at the Block Par-
ty from 10am-6pm on Friday, May 20 
and Saturday, May 21, at the McGrady-
Brockman, 614 N.  7th Street (7th / Hart 
Streets).  Library staff  and summer  
reading  program  
partners will be 
there to help you 
register for the 
summer reading  
program and give 
away books and 
other prizes.  
Jump in the jump 
houses and sail 
down the slides 
during this festival 
of  reading.   

Author of  Grandma’s Blessing  x 2 
Bounce Castle on McGrady-Brockman  

parking lot April 2015 



Teen Department News 
By Jordan Ellerman 

 

The Teen Department is hard at work planning this 
year's Summer Reading Program (SRP).  The theme is 
the American Library Association theme for teens this 
year, “Get in the Game! Read!”, which centers around 
the idea of being active in your life, your community and 
the activities that interest you. The idea of conspiracy, 
untold history, and unusual facts was spoken about at 
length when discussing SRP, so the teens are hoping to 
see strange places or hear information not widely known! 
It should be a very interesting summer! 
 

The Teen Advisory Board is always accepting applica-
tions! This fun and talented group of teens, ranging from 
13 to 19, are helping to make the library and the commu-
nity a better place for teens. The group meets from 
5:30pm to 7:30pm on the second and fourth Friday of 
every month. Food is served for members because the 
meeting is during dinner time. The groups discuss 
program ideas, community service objectives and talk 
about ways situations could be changed or made better 
for teens in their community or library. Sometimes we 
talk about fandoms and books a bit [read: A LOT].  
Learning is fun at the library! 
 

This is the basement room in the main  
library being transformed into a Teen Space. 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

“Close the Book on Hunger” 
By Janet Kitchin 

 

The library staff  loves giving back to their community 
and encouraging others to do the same!  Our food 
drive, “Close the Book on Hunger”, will be held  
during the entire month of April. 
 

Last year the great people of our community donated 
1,375 non-perishable food items, which library staff 
happily delivered to eight food pantries throughout the 
county. 
 

The library gives thanks to those who donate in two 
ways.  For each item donated, a gift certificated is  
given for a “free” book from the Friends of the Knox 
County Public Library monthly book sale and patrons 
who have overdue fines may have $1.00 in fines 
forgiven for each food item donated.  
 

Look in your pantries and into your hearts during 
April to help us ease the worry of food insufficiency 
for our neighbors.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jordan Ellerman standing on the 
stage in the Teen Space 

Janet Kitchin, KCPL,  
 and Scott Shipman, Helping His Hands  

Thelma Morrison, Peg Dawson, Donna Glenn 
& Janet Kitchin present food donations to  

St. Vincent De Paul from KCPL 



 
Community Liaison 

Randy Crismore 

My love of trains comes from a deep affection and excitement that my dad instilled in me as a child. I have 
taken this love and passed it down to my children and grandchildren. I hope you enjoy this little story…it 

might explain my craziness that I hold so dear to my heart.  This quote was taken from the Bluffton  
New-Banner  recently about my dad’s love of trains…“Once upon a time four ribbons of steel tied Uniondale with  

New York and Chicago. And every day, people from states that a young Ed Crismore could then only dream about passed near 
his father’s dry goods store on those two railroad tracks. The Erie Railroad became part of Ed Crismore’s connection to his  

father, Dallas Crismore.” “His dad, on Sundays, would take him (Ed) down to the depot in Uniondale and they  
would sit on the station platform and watch the trains go by,” 

 

As a young boy, my dad would take my brothers and me down to the Erie Lackawanna railroad depot where 
we would watch the trains go by. The Erie Lackawanna ran through the little town where my family was raised 
in northern Indiana.   We would watch passenger trains and freight trains go whizzing by. Dad would teach us 
boys the different kind of freight cars and quiz us on their proper names.  He would quiz us on the different 

types of locomotives that pulled the trains too.  Every once in a while we would go down  
to the depot when a train was switching out cars at the local grain elevator and dad  

would get us a ride in the cab of a diesel locomotive. 
 

I grew up just missing the steam age of railroading, but there still was plenty to learn from dad because my dad 
was also a model train collector.  He had steam locomotives, Alco diesel locomotives, and Jeeps. Later on he 

collected and taught me how to recognize a Heavy Pacific, Berkshire, Hudson, and Northern steam  
locomotives.  I took this knowledge of railroading and passed it along to my children as they were growing up.   

Then I was lucky enough to get some grandchildren and boy howdy 
 did I find out just how much fun you can have watching trains with a grandson.   

A few years ago, I was able to get a ride for my grandson and me in a real railroad locomotive. 
 

My dad would be so proud of the fact that there are now five generations of  his family loving trains.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Edward Crismore, shown here, with a diesel locomotive from his model train collection. 



Upcoming Library Events 
Judy Kratzner 

 

April 14, 2:00 p.m. Main Library 
National Decision Day (End of Life Decisions) Speaker: Cindi Trent Holloway, R.N.    

Generations’ Senior Care Specialist. 
 

May 23, 7:00 p.m., Fortnightly  
1916-Year of the Bicentennial-Speaker Brian Spangle,  

KCPL Historical Collection Administrator. 
 

June 6-July 8  Main Library Sunroom 
Indiana Historical Society display open daily, “A History of Hoosier Hooch”  

 

June 16, 2:00p.m. Main Library  
Hypertension , Speaker: Cindi Trent Holloway, R.N.  

Generations’ Senior Care Specialist  
 

Quiz Bowl Culture Club Team 
 Front Row left to right: Annette McMullen,  

Lynn Poole and Team Sponsor, Mary Gladys Wheeler.  
Back Row left to right: Jon Bunyan,  
Kevin Schiffinger, and Steve Gray 

Library Staff Members left to right:  
Diana Martin, Peggy Dawson, and 
Tyler Inboden on St. Patrick’s Day 

Junod Painting worker 
preparing the Meeting House 

for new paint 

Library Teamwork in February & March 

Friends of the KCPL Past President, 
Donna Glenn and Friend of the 

KCPL, Robert Flory at work at the 
Indoor Rummage sale fund raiser  

at the Fortnightly.  

Left to right Evelyn Schuler and Sally Keller 
were on the hospitality committee for the 
24th Annual Cargill Literacy Quiz Bowl. 





MAIN LIBRARY HOURS 
 

MON - WED:  8:30 A.M. - 9:00 P.M. 

THU - SAT:  8:30 A.M. - 5:30 P.M. 

SUN:  1:00 P.M. - 5:00 P.M. 

Knox County Public Library Board  Meetings 
 

Third Tuesday of each month 

4:30pm at the  Meeting House Board Room 

 

KNOX COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD 
 

PRESIDENT: REBECCA NOWASKIE 

VICE-PRESIDENT: YVETTE KIRCHOFF 

SECRETARY: JANICE MOTT 

TREASURER: JIM BEERY 

MEMBER: THELMA MORRISON 

MEMBER: KATHERINE GOLLMITZER 

MEMBER: PHYLLIS SWEENEY 

FRIENDS OF KCPL OFFICERS  

PRESIDENT: JUDY KRATZNER 

VICE-PRESIDENT: MARY THEOBALD 

SECRETARY: GLORIA NIGHTINGALE   

TREASURER: PAT JOST 

MEMBERSHIP:  MARY THEOBALD  

FRIENDS NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
 

RANDY CRISMORE 
 

Friends of the Knox County Public Library meet on the third Thursday of each month at 10:00am.  

in the Main Library Sunroom Meetings are open to the public.  For more information contact  

KCPL,  Director Emily Bunyan at 812-886-4380.   

Sign up to get the newsletter delivered via email at rcrismore@kcpl.lib.in.us. 

 

 

MCGRADY-BROCKMAN HOUSE HOURS 
 

MON:  12:00 - 4:00 P.M., 5:00 - 9:00 P.M. 

TUES - SAT:  8:30 A.M. - 12:00 P.M.,  

1:00 P.M. - 5:30 P.M. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 

 

23 

24 25 26 

 

27 28 29 30 

April 2016 

Mother Goose 

on the  Loose  

“Genealogy  101” 
Brian Spangle 
McGrady-Brockman House 

7:00pm 

Friends of the  
Knox County 

Public Library 

Meet in the  
Sun Room 
10:00am 

Mother Goose 

on the  Loose  

10:30am 

National  
Decision  

Day 
Main Library 

2:00pm 

National Library Week 
 

         Friends 
          Book Sale 

9am– 4pm 
Fortnightly Library Board 

Meeting 
4:30pm 

Meeting House 
Board Room 

Rock & Roll 
Concert 

Fortnightly 

“Close the Book on Hunger”  
Our Food Drive is the  
whole month of  April. 

Program and meeting times and locations are subject to change. Call 812-886-4380 to confirm. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 Closed  

  

9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23   

Bicentennial 
“Vincennes in 

1916” by 
Brian Spangle 
Main Library 

7:00pm 

24 25 26 27 28 

29 

 
 

 
Library Closed 

30 

 
 
 
Library Closed 

31     

May 2016 

Mother Goose 

on the  Loose  

Mother Goose 

on the  Loose  

10:30am 

Mother Goose 

on the  Loose  

10:30am 

Mother Goose 

on the  Loose  

10:30am 

“Genealogy  
101” 

Brian Spangle 
McGrady-Brockman House 

7:00pm 

 
Friends 

Book Sale 
9am – 4pm 
Fortnightly 

Spring Block Party 
McGrady Brockman 

10:00am-6:00pm 

Library Board 
Meeting 
4:30pm 

Meeting House 
Board Room 

Friends of the  
Knox County 

Public Library 

Meet in the  
Sun Room 
10:00am 

Program and meeting times and locations are subject to change. Call 812-886-4380 to confirm. 


