
 

 

SOUTHERN INDIANA WRITERS’ FESTIVAL 
 

This year’s event is a dream come true for book lovers and writers.   
 

Mary Ann Cain-9-11am 
When Facts Get in the Way:  Balancing Imagination, Memory and Research 

Professor Cain teaches creative writing and women’s studies at IUPUI, Fort Wayne.  An award win-

ning author, her novel entitled Down from the Moonshine is set in her native Chicago.    

 

Brian Spangle-11-11:45am 
Publishing:  My Experience 

Spangle is the historical collections administrator at the Knox County Public Library.  A weekly col-

umnist for the Vincennes Sun-Commercial since 1999, his book, to be released just in time for the fes-

tival is entitled Vincennes History You Don’t Know. It contains 150 of the 900 columns that he’s writ-

ten about 20th century history in Knox County.   

 

Author Meet and Greet  
is from 12-2pm in the main library’s sun room.   

This is a great opportunity to meet regional authors and purchase their books.  Authors at the event in-

clude Jim Adkins, Mary Ann Cain, Darrell Case, Jeanne James Cox, Shannon Creamer, Molly Daniels, 

Dan Haskins, Floyd Root and Brian Spangle.   

 

For more information, contact Judy Kratzner, Literacy Coordinator, at  

812-886-4380.   
 

 

 OCTOBER 24th 

SATURDAY 

9:00AM-2:00PM  

FORTNIGHTLY 

421 N 6TH ST 
 



 
Newly Restored Youth Department Now Open 

       In editions of this newsletter for the last two 
years, you’ve read about the restoration of the Carne-
gie section of the main library.  In its splendor, the de-
partment is now open to the public.  This award win-
ning restoration offers an environment full of beauty 
and possibilities.   
 

New Library Website Was Launched Last Month 

It was a year “in the making” and we’re happy with the 
result.  It’s a work in progress and will be updated reg-
ularly.  Visit the library’s new website at kcpl.lib.in.us. 
It’s the same address with a new look and increased 
functionality.  Let us know what you think. 
 

It’s Happening at the Library 

Dan Wakefield, award winning author of the classic 
coming of age novel, Going All the Way, will visit the 
library on Saturday, October 3.  Adapted for a 1997 
feature film, starring Ben Affleck , the novel features 
two young veterans returning to Indiana after the Ko-
rean war.   

 
The Writers’ Festival on Saturday, October 24, pro-
vides a myriad of learning opportunities for writers 
and readers. It’s autumn at the library and there’s an 
“embarrassment of riches” awaiting you.   

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

McGrady-Brockman House News 
Brian Spangle 

   We have made dozens of additions to our book col-
lection in the McGrady-Brockman House Family His-
tory Room this past summer, leaving the shelves liter-
ally bulging.  This has occurred through         dona-
tions, the cataloging of new material, and the   re-
cataloging and incorporation of genealogies that were 
in the DAR Room into our core collection.  There are 
still more of the latter to be added and that work is 
ongoing.   
 
     The biggest benefit, other than the fact that it be-
gins to consolidate all family histories in one part of 
the building, is that the DAR genealogies can now be 
accessed through our on-line catalog.  It is always 
surprising how many people from across the country 
visit our catalog to see if we have a published genealo-
gy on the family they are researching and then travel 
here to use the book 
 
     Some patrons are under the mistaken impression 
that all of our published genealogies are on local fami-
lies. While many of them are; Emison, Catt, McClure, 
and Niblack being just a few examples, others can be 
from any geographic location.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the Desk of the Director 
Emily Cooper Bunyan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the glorious weather and fall scenery to turning 
points in library history, it’s an exciting season at the 
library.   

Milestones for Library Staff 

Brian Spangle’s Book 

Library board, staff members and I are delighted with 
the publication of Brian Spangle’s book. Included in 
this newsletter:  a photo of the book cover; Spangle’s 
photo and a news story about the book, Vincennes 
History You DON’T Know:  the 20th Century in the 
Town by the Wabash.   

This is the first time in the 126 year history of the li-
brary that a library employee has written and published 
a book.  Being endorsed as an Indiana Bicentennial 
Legacy project makes the release of the book even 
more extraordinary.   

 
Youth Services Manager 

Now, there’s a youth services manager to serve young 
adults ages 13-19. That’s another first in KCPL histo-
ry.  Employed with the library on a part time basis for 
9 years, Jordan Ellerman is now working here full 
time.  In this newsletter, you’ll read about his dreams 
and goals for serving young adults.  Here are some of 
the responsibilities in his job description.  

 

 Develops, cultivates and maintains services to 
meet the learning needs appropriate for youth ages 
13-19. 

 Develops, cultivates and maintains an environment 
full of educational and interactive learning oppor-
tunities such as Makerspaces emphasizing science, 
technology, engineering, art and math (STEAM). 

 Young Adult Services Manager continually learns 
about youth services through continuing education 
and networking opportunities.   

 Conducts book discussions for young adults.   

 Maintains a positive and safe environment in 
which young adults and their families may flourish.   

 Maintains open and positive communications with 
other library departments and, to continually pro-
vide the best services possible, will always pursue 
opportunities for collaboration within the library 
and community. 

An area designed for young adults will be opened in the 
main library’s lower level in the first quarter of 2016.  



 
     In addition to the books, we have nearly 100  boxes 
of family files and there are more of these in the DAR 
collection, as well. the building, is that the DAR gene-
alogies can now be accessed through our on-line cata-
log.  It is always surprising how many people from 
across the country visit our catalog to see if we have a 
published genealogy on the family they are researching 
and then travel here to use the book. 
 
     Some patrons are under the mistaken impression 
that all of our published genealogies are on local fami-
lies.  While many of them are; Emison, Catt, McClure, 
and Niblack being just a few examples, others can be 
from any geographic location.  
 
     In addition to the books, we have nearly 100  boxes 
of family files and there are more of these in the DAR 
collection, as well. 

 
     Some of the surnames recently added to the  Fami-
ly History Room are: Baird, Broyles, Corbin, Cory, 
Harbison, Hoke, Lea, McDonald, Newlin,  Sisson, 
Steen, Wheeler, and Yager. 
 
     Family histories are a good starting place for people 
new to genealogies, who want to learn if anything on 
their line has already been published. 
 

 

Second Annual Gingerbread 
House Contest  

by Mary Theobald, Vice President                
Friends of the Knox County Public Library  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Get your creative thinking caps on and join in the fun 
of making a structure for the Knox County Public Li-
brary’s second annual Gingerbread House Contest.   

All ages are encouraged to enter and here are the cate-
gories: 

 Children (0-6 yrs.) with adult help 
 Youth (7-12 yrs.) with adult help 
 Teens (13-18 yrs.) 

Adults (over 18 ). 
 

Each category will have a first, second and third place 
winner based on originality, creativity and craftsman-
ship.  There will also be a People’s Choice Award with 
the public voting on their favorite entries from the 
Teen and Adult categories.  
 

Kits may be used. With the exception of the base, 
each entry must be entirely edible. The entries must be 
submitted on a base made of a solid material no larger 
than 24” by 24”so the item can be moved safely.   
There are books and websites with numerous ideas for 
creative ways to get ideas for design and appearance.  
This can be a family activity with lots of hands putting 
together fun touches with frosting, candy, cookies and 
gingerbread.  From baking gingerbread to placing pep-
permint swirls every age can participate and have fun 
in the creative process. 

The contest entries need to be delivered to the library 
on Saturday, December 5 from 8:30am to 5:30 pm or 
Sunday, December 6 from 1:00 to 5:00 pm.  The en-
trees will be on display through December 21 or 22. 

     Beginning Monday, November 2, entry forms will 
be available at the Knox County Public Library circu-
lation desk.  Each form contains the rules as well as a 
release form to be signed by each participant or the 
parent of each child or youth participant.  The library 
will have books and website information available.   

     If you have never created a gingerbread structure 
or need new ideas for one, join us for a night of fun to 
learn.  A workshop on how to make a gingerbread 
structure will be held at the Fortnightly Club from 
6:30-8:30pm on Monday, November 16.  Registration 
for this is required.  Please contact the library at 812-
886-4380.   Get a head start on the fun of creating a 
gingerbread house by coming to the workshop. 

     The Friends of the Library will provide a limited 
number of kits for those who are not able to create a 
structure from scratch.  The kits will be distributed on 
Sunday, November 22, at the library. 

     The Christmas Open House on Monday, Decem-
ber 7 from 6:30 to 8:30pm will be a perfect time to 
come see the works of art and enjoy wonderful food 
and  company. The public is invited to this occasion.  
The library will be decorated for Christmas and even 
more festive with all the gingerbread houses. 

     The event is sponsored by the Friends of the Knox 
County Public Library, Old National Bank Corp., 
Ewing Printing and the Vincennes/Knox County 
Convention and Visitors Bureau.  

 

 

 

     

.  



Youth Department News 
Amy Blake 

 Youth Department News 
Following a ten month restoration project, the youth 
department has returned to the upper level of the main 
library.  Officially reopened to the public on September 
14, the department is a place to enjoy reading, perusing 
our collection of books and non-print materials.  Visit us 
often and savor the ambience of this inspirational space.  
In addition to the furniture already in the department, 
new furnishings will arrive soon so that we can offer an 
even more creative and interactive area for young peo-
ple.   

 

 

 

 

Mother Goose on the Loose 

She’s waiting for you.  Mother Goose is on the Loose 
and ready to greet you and your infant-24 month old 
child.  Mother Goose will lead you on a 30 minute learn-
ing adventure full of rhymes, songs puppets and music.  
It’s a time for babies and parents to connect as babies 
develop their reading skills.  Developed by Dr. Betsey Dia-
mant-Cohen, Mother Goose on the Loose is a nationally known 
program.  Registration is recommended but not required.   

 

 

 

Storytime 

Morning and Evening Stars 
Preschoolers and their caregivers are invited to a 30-45 
minute program full of interactive play and stories.  
Through these programs preschoolers develop literacy 
skills and good library habits.  They develop an apprecia-
tion for language and a love of books.  They develop 
language skills and meet new friends, including library 
staff members.  Morning Stars meet on Wednesdays at 
10am through November 25 and Evening Stars meet on 
Tuesdays at 7pm through November 17.  Help us wel-
come Linda Swing as the new leader of Evening Stars.   
 

   
Polar Express 

Celebrate the holidays with us on Tuesday, November 
24 at 7pm in the Fortnightly.  Local actor and enter-
tainer for the 15th consecutive year will present Polar 
Express Family Program.  Wear your pajamas so that 
you can travel on this sleepytime night journey as the 
Elf, Ricky Riggins, reads the Christmas classics, Night 
Before Christmas and Polar Express.  We’ll sing carols, 
eat cookies and drink hot cocoa too.  All are welcome 
to this special program made possible by Ricky Riggins 
and Friends of the Knox County Public Library.   
 

Silly Safaris 
Another Elf will be here on Tuesday, December 1 at 
6:30pm at the Fortnightly.  This is a Silly Safaris Elf 
and he’ll be arriving here with animals from the North 
Pole.  He’ll tell us about living in Santa’s neighbor-
hood.  All are welcome to this free program that’s 
sponsored by Friends of the Knox County Public Li-
brary.   
 

Young Adult Services Manager 

Jordan Ellerman  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Hey everyone! My name is Jordan Ellerman and I am 
the new “Young Adult Services Manager” here at the 
Knox County Public Library in charge of the Teen 
Department. My department provides services for ages 
13-19 years of age. I work here at the  
library, but Knox County Public Library is your  
library, too!   While I have so many ideas that I can't 
wait to share with you, I also want to hear what you 
have in mind for your library and what you want to see 
happen here. So if you are a person of 13-19 years of 
age and you have some pretty cool ideas you have 
been cooking up, I want to know what  
they are! 
 
One big plan I have is to start a Teen Advisory Board. 
A Teen Advisory Board (TAB, for short) is a group of 
teens that want to have a say in the programs at the 
library. They will meet with me and  
discuss ideas and plan events. Its a great community 
service, but its also a great way to meet new friends 
and be an active member of the library. Applications 
and information are in the works for the TAB. More 
details about the teen department are soon to  
follow.  So come by and introduce yourselves!  
 
I can't wait to meet you and hear your ideas.  
See you soon! 



 

The  Rest of  The Story 
Endorsed as an Indiana Bicentennial Legacy Project, Spangle’s book is entitled, Vincennes 

History You DON’T Know:  The 20th Century in the Town by the Wabash.  This book contains 

selected columns from the collection of more than 900 columns written by Spangle and  

published by the Vincennes Sun-Commercial since 1999.  The columns are widely popular and 

over the years many people have asked that the columns be published in a book.  

 

With Hawthorne Publishing, Carmel, Indiana, as the publisher and monetary support from the 

KCPL, the dream of publishing this book became a reality.  The columns are fascinating and 

reflect how Vincennes changed during the decades of the 20th century and provide an endear-

ing portrait of a quintessential small town in the State of Indiana.  This history book perfectly 

meets the Bicentennial Legacy Project criteria.  It’s celebratory, culturally inclusive, engaging 

and inspiring to youth and creates a lasting legacy for Indiana’s future.   

 

From 11-11:45am, during the Annual Writers’ Festival on October 24, Spangle will discuss his 

publishing experience. To be released just in time for the festival, copies of his book will be 

available to purchase.  The author will sign copies of the book as they’re purchased.   
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Brian Spangle 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3  

Dan  

Wakefield 

Program 

4 5 6 

Evening Stars 
 7:00pm 

 

Mother Goose on 

the  Loose  

10:30am 

7  

Morning Stars 
10:00am 

8 9 10 

11 12 13 

Evening Stars 
 7:00pm 

 
 
 

Mother Goose on 

the  Loose  

10:30am 

14 
Morning Stars 

10:00am 

15  
L W V 

City  Election 
Candidate  

Forum  
Fortnightly  
Club House 
7:00-8:30pm 

 

16 17 
 

 

 
 

 

18 19 20  
Library 

Board Meeting 
4:00pm 

Meeting House  
Board Room 

 
 
  
 

21   
Morning Stars 

10:00am 

22 23 24  

 

Southern  

Indiana  

Writers’ 
Festival 

Fortnightly 

8:30am-3:00pm 

 

25 26 27  

Evening Stars 
7:00pm 

 
 
 
 

Mother Goose on 
the  Loose  
10:30am 

28  
Morning Stars 

10:00am 

29 30     
 Book Sale 
Fortnightly 

9:00am-4:00pm 
************** 

Halloween 
Trick or Treat 

Safe Stop 
5:00pm-7:00pm 

31 

October 2015 

Dan Wakefield,  award  
winning author, will dis-
cuss the newly released  
commemorative issue of  
Under the Apple Tree.  
Saturday October 3rd at 
2:00pm McGrady-Brockman 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 

Evening Stars 
 7:00pm 

 
 
 

Mother Goose on 

the  Loose  

10:30am 

4   
Morning Start 

10:00am 

5 6 7 

8 9 10  

Evening Stars 
 7:00pm 

 
 
 

Mother Goose on 

the  Loose  

10:30am 

11   
Morning Stars 

10:00am 

 

 

12 13 14 

15 16    
Northwest     

Territory       

Genealogical 

Society 7:00pm 

McGrady   

Brockman 

17 
Evening Stars 

 7:00pm 
 
 
 
 

Mother Goose on 
the  Loose  
10:30am 

18    
Morning Stars 

10:00am 

19 20 21 

22 23 24    

 
Polar Express 

Story  Time 

Fortnightly Club 

House 

7:00pm-8:30pm 

25   
Morning Stars 

10:00am 

26 

Closed For 

Thanksgiving 

 

 

 

 

 

27 28 

29 30      

November 2015 

Tri-State 
Tornado of 

1928 
Fortnightly 
7-8:30pm 
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Friends of the Knox County Public Library is a not-for-profit organization.   

The Friends newsletter is published bi-monthly.  You may contact the editor at 812-886-4380 or email at rcrismore@kcpl.lib.in.us. 
 

Friends of the Knox County Public Library meet on the third Thursday of each month at 5:30 p.m. in the Meeting House.    

Meetings are open to the public.  For more information contact KCPL Director Emily Bunyan at 812-886-4380. 

Sign up to get the newsletter delivered via email at rcrismore@kcpl.lib.in.us. 
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MAIN LIBRARY HOURS 
MON - WED:  8:30 A.M. - 9:00 P.M. 

THU - SAT:  8:30 A.M. - 5:30 P.M. 

SUN:  1:00 P.M. - 5:00 P.M. 
 

MCGRADY-BROCKMAN HOUSE HOURS 
MON:  12:00 - 4:00 P.M., 5:00 - 9:00 P.M. 

TUES - SAT:  8:30 A.M. - 12:00 P.M., 1:00 P.M. - 5:30 P.M. 

SUN:  CLOSED 


